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Commumty of artists

s

,.-" Far

crafts aplace to callhome

As glass artlets Joshoa Poll and Dave
Walker worksd & tosch to make goblets,
a erowd of mone than 200 art patrons
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Emerson Aveniae 5 this month, admiring
the work of five artists that adorobd the
walls and stands,

Hestled In a corri-

dar that once was St,
Petersburg’s wanchole
district s an artists"
enclave that ks homse 1o
at beast m dozen indas-
trial artists, including
several who ane Bathon:
ally renowned.

Foll and Walker
recently meoved Zen

Glags, thedr lump working and glassary ks

wtutio, froem 900 Dr Martin Luther King
Jr. 8t & to 600 7th St 3 in the Dome

" Interseetion of Fifth Avenue 5 and 281h

Street.

Az Walker noted, thelr move typlfies s
trend. “We started in our oase, meoved
10 MLE for foar years and now we haae
neighbors like Duncan MoClellan® a
world fammous glass anist. “We'ne so cose
i everybady now that we can work ook
Eaborativety™

As artiets move tothe districy, it gignals
that the city’s efforts, adopted i 2007 as
the Dome Industrial Park’s Community
Redevelopment Flan, are gaining trac-
thon.

“It's traly an aniste" encboe,” sk Shri-
matce Ojah-Maharal, manager of the
city’s Business Assistance Center, “The
type of people we have there ane world-
elass, It's amocng what’s going on thene”

The city recenily hosted an artlsts”
resoune oolliborative at the St Pete Clay
Factory at 430 Find St & According v
(¥ah-Maharal, the sesston was designéd
o help neighboring artists and other
businesses Jearn mone abont servioes and
restoinoest anvallable there,

The event was open o buijnesscs
withina quarter mbe of the Clay Factone
Tt drew maone Dhan S0 busdnesses, and 75
pencent of the attendeds wene antists

“In this cconcmy;, that ks what clusber-
ing is all aboat. There are other things
that they (artists) uge that can help
recralt ofher basinesses thore,” she sald.

The event alsa doew the support of an
crwmeer of & bed-and-breakfast as well as a
Ll AT RARIL

But the event represented mone than

WEF

a gathvering of artiets, [y also copveys the

cohesion of a growing commuanity of an-
fsis who are excited about the cluster
they now call home,

Mo one knows that mone than an-
st Jancs who recenily pelocated
from Mason Va

Enpedli credits the city's artist resounce
program. He sald he foand the minutes
fhuumu'ﬂﬂﬂln;ﬂmhmm

“Wow, St Petersburg really bas a lot
going on in the arta” be sabd, adding that
e calbod and arranged to
et with stadf from the dity's soonomic

and zoning departments,

“Tt's ol serendiping” said Enyedi, whose
artwork focuses on American industry
and ports. His works have been on loan
in foreipn embassies noross the gobe.
He calls his stodio Fornacs Koad Stu-
dio South, after the pame of the stroet he
lved o n Vinginda

Hiz bullding is the original home of
an ol candy factory. More recently, it
was the home of LomaStream, a ghting
manafactaring company that moved to

“was a big infloenso on me,” he sald
Exppedi aleo credits Clearwader artist Roy
Slade, "He todd me, ‘Clearvater is not 3
good art place; neither is Thmpa, The
cndy place o be LS5 Pete”

crodits Stackbouse and Carcl

haxed inkor their lvewoek studio,

“What really excites me Is that this
ism't a lange commanity yet, but its really
chome-kmit,” e sadd.

An the center of th close community
is McClellan, who sinee moving to his
wmsmmm
At menbor, recnaiter and host to countless
gatherings for other emenging artists,

for all of us. He's helping so many peophe,
He's & spark for this whole movement,”
Emyedi saye.

But spme woald angee that Enyedis
presenee i just asvital to the bungeoning
enclave,

“Janos Enyedis stadio i not open 1o
the public, but his busines dealings ang
imternational in scope.” sald Ofah-Maha-
maj. Enyedi i$ also co-founder of the
Washington (DUC) Lawyers for the Arts,
whibch provides need-haced begal aesls-
tamee on art-related matters. That pro-
fram has been golng for 25 years and
recently named an artists’ awand in
Eryedi's honor, He hopet to stant a sim-
fixr effort hene.

“They (MeClelian and Enyedi) undee-
stand the prodes of polng throagh devel-
opment services, and they can beogme
menkors for others who ape interested in
merving bo the area,” sadd Ojak-Makaraj.

“The potentlal here ks 50 extraordl-
nary. said Enyedi. “Wie're so hacky to be
i this part of the vangpaand™  °
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